[The data presented here represent estimates of the nitrogen content of crop production, nitrogen use efficiency (NUE) and agricultural nitrogen inputs associated with it across the contiguous United States. Net Anthropogenic Nitrogen Input (NANI) estimates and related data are also provided. Data are presented at county, sub-regional and regional scales. Here, subregions refer to multi-county areas delineated with the goal of obtaining more uniform reporting areas than individual counties. Regions refer to the USDA Farm Resource Regions. The data are reported for 6 agricultural census
Type of data
 Tables, multi-page 
Value of the data
These data represent regional variation of major agricultural nitrogen flows across the US over 3 decades at 5 year intervals.
As such, they may be useful for other studies of regional variation in a biogeochemical, ecological or agricultural context.
The data are of sufficient resolution (county and multi-county) that they may also be useful for within-region or large-watershed studies.
Data
A full list of the variables provided at county, subregional scales, together with a short description of the variables and their units are provided in Tables 1-3 . Details on the characteristics of the regions and subregions considered are provided in Table 1 of [4] , together with maps of regions ( Figure 1 ) and subregions ( Figure S1 ) in the same paper.
Experimental design, materials, and methods
Briefly, the data contained in the spreadsheets represent components of Net Anthropogenic Nitrogen Input (NANI) and ancillary data obtained using the NANI Calculator Toolbox [1, 3] and post processed from these data using simple spreadsheet calculations to calculate variables used in nitrogen use efficiency estimates at county, subregional and regional scales across the continental US. They are based on agricultural production and ancillary data from the US Census of agriculture, population data from the US census, modelled atmospheric nitrogen deposition estimates originating from the USEPA CMAQ model, and a few other sources. Full details on methodology and original sources can be found in the references below. 
